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IS THE AMERICAN DREAM STILL ALIVE?
The American Dream refers to the belief that anyone can attain their dream for success, regardless of their birth background. Through sacrifice, hard work, and risk-taking, without regard for chance, anyone can achieve the American Dream. The phrase 'American Dream' came to life in the year 1931. It was invented by a historian and a philosopher named James Truslow Adams as he was addressing people about the achievement of the dreams of the American land. "life should be better, richer and fuller for every man without regarding the opportunities presented before them." The American Dream comprises love, financial security, entrepreneurship, fame, employment, homeownership, and children, cars, and pets that provided the basic goals to be achieved by every American citizen.  In this outline, I will discuss the main areas of the American dream including its origin, growth, and its millennial achievements. Through the discussion, I will find the answer to the question, "Is the American Dream still alive?"
According to Sarah Churchwell  (2018), the American Dream has been with America and the American's for the last 100 years, but it was a mere political phrase.  The original American Dream was invented long before Adams's political and philosophical use in 1931. The American dream dates back to the 1880s, where it was the Republican political slogan as "America First". It gained its fame in 1915 when it was used by Woodrow Wilson in his political campaign dialog while arguing about impartiality in the First World War. It became so common that all Republican presidential candidates adopted it. The slogan became popular that it became a national slogan and it was translated into the current day American Dream in 1931. The original American Dream incorporated fairness, integrity, and equality for the whole state as opposed to the current American Dream that prospects personal wealth acquisition. According to Sarah Churchwell, the American Dream became the national catchphrase when Adams used it in his work 'The Epic of America.' Adams highlighted in his work that America had departed wrongly when it became too anxious with substantial safety rather than the foundation of the slogan. Besides, the American dream birth was partly contributed by immigrants who came into the country through Elis Island. Most immigrants in the old days of America did need to passports or visas to gain entry into the country. Most who came in through Ellis Island took a few hours for processing and granted entry. Kennedy (2018) reports that over 12 million immigrants passed through Elis Island into America between the years 1892 and 1954, the period in which the America Fist slogan boomed. Most foreigners including the Chines, Italians and other Europeans established their lives in the US during this period. When the American population increased rapidly and with World War in progress, the life of Americans was at its most pathetic status. Political leaders, therefore, saw it fit to impose legislative policies that saw an improvement in the living standard of American citizens.
Besides, MPR News (2009) adds that the American Dream has its roots in the country's loftiest ideals of liberty and pursuits for happiness.  The question is when did the American dream come to imply owning a house, having a college degree, and a car? Today, if the question, what is an American dream is posted to any American citizen, the answer is always to follow the chance, and with tough work, mark a improved life for themselves and their teenagers.  The American vision powers hope and aspiration to the Americans. The original dream according to Churchwell was justice, democracy, and equality, but along the way and as years passed, the current American generations understand the American Dream as a lifestyle, which includes possession of a house, a car, education, and enjoyment of retirement. A report by MPR News is that America is a land of a better life full of riches, wealth, and opportunities for all its citizens depending on their ability of achievement. The American dream does not offer mechanical cars and good payments and salaries but a vision of communal demand whereby all born men and women of the American land can attain the full status of life if they have the capabilities regardless of the prevailing circumstances. This new American Dream has been kept alive ever since President Franklin Roosevelt sign up the GI Bill of Human rights in 1944 following the invention of the John Bakken Sod House of the North Dakota. 
The GI Bill of rights allowed Americans to pay for mortgages, which made the purchase of houses cheaper than renting. Also, children had chances to pursue a college education as a birthright for all American children. An article by Jon Meacham (2012) adds that whoever works hard and obeys the rules stands to gain a reward if a more comfortable life in the future. According to Jon, the greatest enemy of democracy, capitalism, and economic growth is economic inequality and unemployment.  In the article, Jon uses the book of 'the epic of America' by Adams to point out the origin of America's growth in eliminating poverty, inequality, and unemployment, and in turn fostering economic equality.   From generation to generation, since the inception of the American dream in 1931, Americans have dreamt of the most steady personal and national progress and success. President Roosevelt signed the bill of rights to ensure that the Americans live better, happier, and richer lives. Jon points out that the American Dream is further about liberty, prosperity, economic stability, and escape from reinvention. By its venture, the dream of capitalism produces winners and losers. Jon warns that equality of outcome is not similar to equality of opportunity. The American Dream is therefore the equality of opportunity, which facilitates the realization of the fullness of life.  In his poem, Dedication, Robert Frost (1958) praises the achievements that America has gone through ever since the passing of the GI bill of rights. "Who would not want to live in such a country?" Frost asks in his poem. The American dream transformed America into a new world admirable by the French, Spanish, and the Dutch, all of whom came to explore the North and ended up settling in the country for its prosperous policies. He also praises John Adams, Jefferson, Washington, and Madison for knowing and understanding what the American people wanted. The revolution and outlawry gave the Americans a justification for the freedom, they enjoy to date.  The American dream has been the slogan of the American people for hundreds of years, but the greed for political power, wealth, prosperity, and success has transformed the dream and misdirected it. Today, a good number of American citizens have lost hope and no longer believe in the validity of the American dream. As we see Americans' dreams prosper, to some, the American Dream is fading away (Hersch, 2014). 
Finally, Hersch reports that fifty percent of the millennial believe that the American dream for the generation is disappearing. There is an inability to live a middle-class lifestyle with over 78% of older boomers having problems with homeownership and 80% consider financial independence. Hersch's study findings indicate that the current generations, ethnicities, and family types have different goal types completely separate and diverse from the American Dream. For instance, the African Americans and the Chinese Americans still uphold a tough acceptance in the American Dream but the many other American White relatives are pleased with their commercial situations and see no need to search for more. According to Hersch, this represents 35% of the American population, which is quite a huge number. There is still hope that the American Dream will liberate Americans and further push them to high lengths of success and independence. The research by Hersch leads us to the answer to my question about the life expectancy of the American Dream. Is it still alive? The answer to the thesis question is yes, although, shortly, the American dream will be dead and forgotten with the increased individualism in the country.
From the discussion, I have concluded that the American dream is still alive, though not for long. This is so because pieces of evidence presented by the discussed article indicate timely transitions and changes in the interpretation of the American dream from the time of its inception to date. Originally, the American dream was about democracy, equality, and justice. Along the way, with political greed, it changed to be about hard work, success, and wealth. The modern-day interpretation of the American dream is comfortability, ownership of property like a home and a vehicle, and a college degree. The original meaning is lost. Give it a few years; the interpretation will be completely different. However, one thing remains, all interpretations of the American dream relate and infer back to 1931 when James Adams invented it. Although I have presented a solution to the question, I am certain that other researchers would disagree with it, if enough pieces of evidence are presented. 
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